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Can There Be Resurrection of the Dead? 

Why It’s Important 
There are two major Christian holidays that many people are familiar with – Christmas and Easter. 

These two days represent, respectively, the birth of Jesus and his death, burial and resurrection from the dead. 

While Christmas is often seen as fun, exciting, merry, etc., it’s importance to the Christian faith pales in 

comparison with Easter. This is because, while we celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas, and there were 

many unusual things about it (virgin birth, fulfillment of prophecy, angelic announcements, etc.), a birth is still 

a birth. Every human that has ever lived (with the exception of Adam and Eve, as recounted in Genesis 1-3) has 

been born. However, Easter is unique among human events because it boldly declares that Jesus died, was 

buried, and then rose from the dead – never to die again. This is foundational to Christian beliefs.  

The apostle Paul said, in a letter to the early Christian church in the Greek city of Corinth,  

But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that 

there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 

has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your 

faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified 

about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not 

raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not 

been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep 

in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than 

all men. (1 Corinthians 15:12-19 (NIV
1
)) 

Paul was one of the strongest supporters of the new Christian religion in the first century A.D., yet he said that 

if Jesus’ resurrection didn’t happen, then we who call ourselves Christians should just abandon our faith as 

completely useless and without merit. So why do Christians claim that Jesus was raised from the dead? Is there 

any real evidence? If the evidence is only in the Bible, why should I believe that? What credibility does it have? 

Biblical History and Prophecy 
The Old Testament is composed of 39 books, written by various individuals over a time span of 

approximately 1,000 years. It generally can be broken into 3 sections of historical record, poetic and wisdom 

literature, and prophecy. The New Testament is comprised of 27 books, again written by a variety of 

individuals. The books of the New Testament were written over a span of about 50 years during the first century 

A.D. It is composed of a series of biographies of Jesus (the gospels), a history of the early church (Acts), a 

series of letters from the apostles (Jesus’ followers) to members of the early churches, and a book of prophecy 

(Revelation). Without going into detail in this document about the accuracy and veracity of scripture, it is 

imperative to understand that the historical accuracy of the Bible (both Old and New Testaments) has been 

consistently verified through external writings and archeological findings. 

Not only does the Bible accurately record historical events, it makes a number of very specific prophetic 

statements. Again, without embarking on a full discussion of them, I just want to point out a few of the 
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Messianic prophecies. Prophecies promised that the Jewish Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, of a virgin, 

and there would be an attempt by the local ruler of the day to kill all babies in the region in an attempt to 

destroy the Messiah. He would grow up in Nazareth, preach in Galilee, cleanse the temple, and be both heralded 

as a king and scorned as an outlaw. He would be hung on a tree (crucifixion wasn’t invented until hundreds of 

years after this prophecy), pierced, mocked, abused, and have his clothes distributed among his tormentors by a 

lottery. Jesus fulfilled all of these, plus nearly 300 more.  

Some of the prophecies are, of course, more specific than others. However, taken together, they form a 

large matrix of intertwined predictions that can be used to test the authority of the Bible. Moses, speaking about 

prophecies and prophets in Deuteronomy, said 

You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the 

LORD?” If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come true, 

that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do not be 

afraid of him. (Deuteronomy 18:21-22)  

If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a 

miraculous sign or wonder, and if the sign or wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and he 

says, “Let us follow other gods” (gods you have not known) “and let us worship them,” you must 

not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. (Deuteronomy 13:1-3)  

The prophecies concerning the Messiah, taken collectively, were so specific that, as Michael L. Brown, a 

Messianic Jew and authority on Messianic prophecy, put it, “If Jesus is not the Messiah, there’s not going to be 

one.”
2
 

There is a set of prophecies that concern the concept of the Messiah’s resurrection from the dead. Daniel 

wrote, about 600 years prior to Jesus’ birth, 

“Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree  to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until 

the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ [49 years] and sixty-two 

‘sevens.’ [434 years] It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. After the 

sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off [killed] and will have nothing. The people 

of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary [done by the Romans]. 

The decree referenced in this prophecy was made by Cyrus the Great and recorded in the Old Testament book 

of Ezra. One interesting thing about this decree is that the prophet Isaiah had written, “[The LORD] says of 

Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please; he will say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,” 

and of the temple, “Let its foundations be laid.” ’” (Isaiah 44:28 (NIV)). This was written approximately 200 

years before Daniel wrote his prophecy, and almost 300 years before Nehemiah was written. 

According to Daniel’s prophecy, the Messiah would make his appearance 483 years after Cyrus’ decree, 

which corresponds to when Jesus was ministering in Galilee and Judea. At that time, the Messiah would be 

killed, and then a ruler would come along and destroy Jerusalem and the temple. The Romans destroyed both in 

A.D. 70. As for the Messiah himself, David prophesied that “[God] will not abandon me to the grave, nor will 

you let your Holy One see decay.” (Psalm 16:10 (NIV)) The “Holy One” is a common way to refer to the 
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coming Messiah, and David indicates that his body, though dead, would not experience the decay that normally 

happens. 

Isaiah’s prophecies follow up on these ideas. Look at the following 3 passages together: 

See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. Just as there 

were many who were appalled at him— his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any 

man and his form marred beyond human likeness—  so will he sprinkle many nations, and kings 

will shut their mouths because of him. (Isaiah 52:13-15 (NIV)) 

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by 

God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 

our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are 

healed. (Isaiah 53:4-5 (NIV)) 

By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he 

was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. He 

was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no 

violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the LORD'S will to crush him and cause 

him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and 

prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his 

soul, he will see the light of life  and be satisfied.  (Isaiah 53:8-11 (NIV)) – [Underlines are my 

own] 

Isaiah indicates that the Messiah would be beaten beyond recognition, pierced for our sins, die and be buried in 

a rich man’s grave, despite his innocence. However, after all of that, He would see life again. 

New Testament Accounts 
Our primary source documents regarding Jesus’ resurrection from the dead comes from the New 

Testament. Before I discuss these documents, I want to emphasize the justification of their use. Even though, as 

a Christian, I believe both the Old Testament and New Testament represent the Word of God (they both claim 

that they do), it is justifiable for a non-believer to use them as historical documents as well. Historians who deal 

with ancient texts sometimes refer to the 3 R’s of historical validation of texts: relevance, responsible methods, 

and restraint. 

Relevant Sources 

In order to be considered relevant to historical studies, a source needs to be as close as possible to the 

events described. By closeness, I mean several things. First, it has to be close in time. A document that 

describes an event a hundred or more years after the event occurred is considered less reliable than a document 

that was written about the event a few years or decades afterwards. Second, the document needs to be close in 

person. This means a first- or second- hand account is considered much more reliable than a fourth-, fifth-, or 

sixth-person account. It’s kind of like the old children’s game of “telephone”, in which a person whispers 

something in the ear of another, and that person whispers it in someone else’s ear, and so one. The farther you 

get from the original source, the more prone to error the information will be. Third, the document needs to be 
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close geographically. For example, a document depicting events in Israel that were written in Israel are more 

likely to be accurate than a document about events in Israel that was written in Spain. 

Responsible Methods 

The historian needs to be responsible (ethical) in their treatment and reporting of the validity of texts. 

Besides using relevant sources (see discussion above), preference should be given to eyewitness accounts. Just 

as in a court of law eyewitnesses are deemed preferential to circumstantial evidence, or hearsay, so historians 

need to deal preferentially with historical texts. Not all texts are equal. Another type of textual accounts to 

consider are those classified as enemy or hostile texts. These texts represent the other side of the story and 

should be free of bias which could attempt to sway the reader in favor of a particular position. Of course, they 

may be biased in the other direction and this should be considered, but they may still shed light on historical 

events that are corroborated in other, non-hostile texts. Bias can also be evaluated through the use of texts which 

could be deemed embarrassing for a given viewpoint. Since a biased writer might attempt to persuade the 

reader by leaving out embarrassing accounts, the use of embarrassing information lends credibility to the 

source. Finally, corroboration is key. A single source of information is not nearly as convincing as a source that 

can be verified in multiple texts. 

Restrained Results 

A historian using relevant sources and responsible methods will draw his/her conclusions with restraint. 

In other words, follow the evidence where it leads, but no further. However, it is important that whatever 

conclusions are drawn incorporate all relevant data and account for everything that has been discovered up to 

that point.  

The Biographies of Jesus 

Matthew 

Matthew was one of Jesus’ disciples that accompanied him for the three years of his public ministry. 

Matthew’s first-hand, eyewitness biography of Jesus was written originally in Greek and seems to be addressing 

Greek-speaking Jews. He places a strong emphasis on the connections between the Old Testament prophecies 

and the events in Jesus’ life. The gospel was probably written in the late 50’s or early 60’s A.D. 

John 

John was also one of Jesus’ disciples. His first-hand, eyewitness gospel may have been the last of the 

four biographies written, possibly as late as 85 A.D. However, recent work in textual analysis indicates that it 

may have been written as much as 30 years earlier than that. John’s primary goal in his biography is explicitly 

stated in John 20:30-31: “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that by believing you may have life in his name.  

Mark 

Mark’s gospel may have been the first one written, possibly in the early 50’s A.D. There are also some 

indications that it could have been written as late as about 65 A.D.  It was written by John Mark, who was a 

friend and helper to Simon Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples. That makes Mark’s biography a second-person source. 

It largely is thought to reflect accounts relayed to Mark by Peter as Mark accompanied him. 
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Luke 

Luke was a Greek helper to the apostle Paul. He clearly laid out his reason for writing the biography in 

his opening statements. 

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 

just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants 

of the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, 

it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that 

you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. (Luke 1:1-4 (NIV)) 

The language and style of this biography indicate that it was originally written with non-Jewish readers in mind. 

Luke accompanied Paul on his travels and no doubt had opportunity to interview many of Jesus’ original 

disciples. It, like Mark, would be considered a second-person biography. Luke’s account of Easter morning is 

representative of all four gospels. 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had 

prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they 

entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, 

suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the 

women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look 

for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he 

was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be 

crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” Then they remembered his words. (Luke 24:1-8 

(NIV)) 

All four of these biographies were written as first- or second- hand accounts of eyewitnesses to Jesus’ 

life, death, and resurrection. Specifically regarding the resurrection, all four biographies include the following 

details: 

 Several women came to Jesus’ tomb on Sunday morning with the intent of completing the final 

burial rituals for his body. His crucifixion and death had occurred the previous Friday during the day 

and Jewish custom did not permit proper preparation of the body so close to the Sabbath (Saturday).  

 They found that the sealing stone had been rolled away. It was customary for a large, carved disk of 

rock would be positioned in a downward sloping trench and rolled over the entrance to a tomb that 

had been cut into a rock outcropping. One must work against gravity and roll the stone uphill to 

unseal the tomb. 

 The women encountered angel messengers who told them that Jesus was not in the tomb but had 

been raised from the dead. The angel instructed them to tell his disciples that he would meet them in 

Galilee, a region north of Jerusalem. 

In addition to these details, the writers of the New Testament identify a number of appearances of Jesus 

over the ensuing weeks following the discovery of the empty tomb. These include: 

 Mary Magdalene (John 20:10-18) 

 Other women (Matthew 28:8-10) 

 Cleopas and another disciple (Luke 24:13-32) 

 11 Disciples and others (Luke 24:33-49) 
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 10 apostles and others (John 20:19-23) 

 Thomas and other apostles (John 20:26-30) 

 7 apostles (John 21:1-14) 

 Disciples (Matthew 28:16-20) 

 Apostles (Luke 24:50-52; Acts 1:4-9) 

 See also Acts 1:20-26; 2:22-24; 2:29-33; 3:11-15; 4:1-20; 4:32-35; 5:27-39; 10:34-43; 13:16-43; 1 

Corinthians 15:1-58  

The gospels fit the criteria of being relevant source material. They were written within a few decades of Jesus’ 

death, in the region in which Jesus lived and died, and they contain multiple eyewitness accounts. They also fit 

the other criteria for being responsible sources. They include enemy attestations to the resurrection. The Jewish 

leaders never deny the empty tomb. Rather, they claim the disciples stole Jesus’ body. The gospels also contain 

embarrassing accounts that biased and persuasive documents would not likely include. Finally, the gospel 

biographies have been shown to be historically accurate. Also, a number of crucifixion and resurrection facts 

(widespread darkness, the earthquake, the supernatural tearing of the curtain in the temple, and the empty tomb) 

are also corroborated in extra-biblical sources. 

Minimal Facts Approach 
Skeptics will still point out that the gospels have a story to tell that is biased in favor of supporting the Christian 

beliefs in the resurrection. So, a minimal facts approach to looking at these accounts is appropriate as a point of 

entrance into this topic. A minimal facts approach simply acknowledges those facts which historians, believers 

and skeptics alike, can largely agree must be accounted for in any historical interpretation. Based on this 

approach, there are 5 facts surrounding the resurrection which a large majority of historians can agree on. 

Fact #1 – Jesus was killed by crucifixion 

All four gospels attest to the brutal beating, crucifixion, and death of Jesus. Additionally, a number of 

non-biblical ancient texts attest to it as well. The Roman historian, Tacitus, acknowledged Jesus’ crucifixion in 

his account of the persecution of Christians at the hand of the emperor Nero. 

Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their 

abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, 

suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our 

procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, 

again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things 

hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and become popular. 

Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an 

immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred 

against mankind. Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of 

beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the 

flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had expired.
3
 

Note that Tacitus also alludes to the claims of Jesus’ resurrection as “a most mischievous superstition”. 
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Josephus, the 1
st
 century Jewish historian, chronicled an extensive history of the Jews called The 

Antiquities of the Jews. In the 18
th

 section, he says the following about Jesus.   

Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man; for he was a 

doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over 

to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at 

the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that 

loved him at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to them alive again the third day; as 

the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. 

And the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.
4
 

Lucian of Samosata was a 2
nd

 century satirist (think Mark Twain, if you will) who wrote, “The 

Christians, you know, worship a man to this day,--the distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites, 

and was crucified on that account.”
5
 He was scornful of the Christians, but nevertheless acknowledges the 

crucifixion of Jesus.  

In addition to these other accounts, we must consider the politics and structure of Rome itself during the 

first century. The Roman soldiers who carried out crucifixions were known for their efficiency and cruelty. 

They would have been held responsible, with penalty of death, for a botched execution and it was their job to 

make sure their charges were dead before removing them from the cross. 

Fact #2 – Jesus’ disciples believed that He rose from the dead and physically appeared to them. 

The apostle Paul (discussed more extensively in the next section) wrote in his letter to the Corinthian 

church about a trip he made to Jerusalem 3 years after his conversion. This would place the account within 5 

years of Jesus’ crucifixion. Paul said, 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 

the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to 

more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though 

some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he 

appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. (1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (NIV)) 

Note that Paul points out that many of the witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection are still living. This is likely 

an invitation to the 1
st
 century readers to check out what he’s saying and talk to some of the many witnesses 

who were available to them. It is obvious from the records of the various speeches recorded by Luke in Acts 

that were made by the apostles that they believed very strongly that they had witnessed the risen Jesus. Peter 

said,  

“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, 

wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man 

was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of 

wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, 
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freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on 

him. (Acts 2:22-24 (NIV)) 

Likewise, Paul stated, 

Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to have him 

executed.  When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down from 

the tree and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead, and for many days he was 

seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses 

to our people. (Acts 13:28-31 (NIV)) 

Here are a few points to consider about this earnest belief of so many that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 

 These speeches were made in close proximity (geographically) and time to Jesus’ death. Historically 

speaking, this is too soon for legend to have been introduced into Christian belief. The Christian church 

would have been unable to take hold if the story were false because of so many witnesses of Jesus’ 

death. All it would take is for someone to produce Jesus’ body or in some other way refute the story of 

his resurrection. 

 Biblical and non-biblical sources reveal that the apostles were all willing to be tortured, ridiculed, and 

executed for their beliefs in the resurrection of Jesus. While it is not unusual for people to be willing to 

die for their beliefs, the apostles were in the unique position of knowing whether or not their beliefs were 

true. If there were any willful deception behind their proclamations of Jesus’ resurrection, is doesn’t 

seem likely that they would have been able to persevere through the opposition. As Lee Strobel put it, 

“Liars make poor martyrs.”
6
 Even skeptical historians acknowledge that the disciples experienced 

something, and the fact that whole groups of people testify consistently to witnessing the resurrected 

Jesus rules out the possibility of visions, hallucinations, or “groupthink”. 

Fact #3 – The conversion of the persecutor, Saul 

We are first introduced to Saul by Luke in Acts 7:57-8:3. This is at a time when one of the early 

Christians, Stephen, was speaking to the Jewish leadership about Israel’s history, the promised Messiah, and 

how Jesus was the Messiah but had been rejected by the Jewish leaders. We pick up the story as the leaders are 

dragging Stephen out of the city to kill him. 

At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 

dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes 

at the feet of a young man named Saul….  And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On 

that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles 

were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply 

for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men 

and women and put them in prison. (Acts 7:57-8:3 (NIV)) 

Saul rapidly become known as a vicious, determined persecutor of the growing Christian church. Saul himself 

was a Jew, well-educated in Jewish tradition and beliefs and very zealous for his Jewish faith. 
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Luke tells us, though, that Saul experienced something that changed his life completely. In his later 

writings, Saul (who became known as Paul) corroborated this account multiple times. 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went 

to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 

any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 

Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 

him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get 

up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul 

stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. (Acts 9:1-7 (NIV))  

Remember that Paul had no predisposition to desiring to see Jesus alive. He was not motivated by grief or 

wishful thinking. He wanted the Christian movement to stop. Yet, he became as zealous, or even more so, for 

his belief in the resurrection than he was in his opposition to it. 

Fact #4 – The conversion of the skeptic, James – Jesus’ half-brother 

The New Testament teaches us that Jesus was born of a virgin – that God miraculously created him in 

Mary’s womb. Mary was already betrothed to Joseph and they were married shortly after. While Jesus had no 

biological father, Mary and Joseph did have additional children with each other. We know of at least four other 

boys in the household (James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon) and some undisclosed girls as well. During Jesus’ 

years of public ministry, we read from the New Testament biographies that his brothers, at least, were not very 

supportive of him. Mark tells us, 

Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not 

even able to eat. When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, 

“He is out of his mind.” (Mark 3:20-21 (NIV)) 

Regarding another occasion, Mark writes, 

Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. When the Sabbath 

came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. “Where did 

this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given him, that he 

even does miracles! Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, 

Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. Jesus 

said to them, “Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet 

without honor.” (Mark 6:1-4 (NIV)) 

Additionally, John tells us, 

After this, Jesus went around in Galilee, purposely staying away from Judea because the Jews 

there were waiting to take his life. But when the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near, Jesus’ 

brothers said to him, “You ought to leave here and go to Judea, so that your disciples may see the 

miracles you do. No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing 

these things, show yourself to the world.” For even his own brothers did not believe in him. 

(John 7:1-5 (NIV)) 
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We can also infer one more thing about Jesus’ family’s lack of support or belief from John’s account of 

his crucifixion. While hanging on the cross, Jesus saw his mother and one of his disciples, John, standing near 

each other. John writes, “When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 

said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time 

on, this disciple took her into his home.” (John 19:26-27 (NIV)). We don’t know if any of the rest of Jesus’ 

family was present at his crucifixion. However, it can be assumed that Mary’s husband, Joseph, had died 

sometime previously. It was Jewish custom for the care of widows to be the responsibility of their children, 

beginning with the eldest. Jesus was the oldest male in his household. James was probably next. Why wouldn’t 

Jesus hand the care of his mother over to his brother James instead of his friend and disciple, John? The likely 

inference is that James was not present at the crucifixion, or, if he was, Jesus wanted his mother’s care to be in 

the hands of one of his followers. 

Now, fast forward a few years. We find that James is now the leader of the Christian church in 

Jerusalem! Luke tells us about his discussion with Paul regarding Paul’s missionary work in Asia Minor and 

Greece (Acts 15). Paul also calls James one of the apostles (Galatians 1:18) – a term which identifies a follower 

of Jesus who actually knew him. Finally, Paul includes James in his list from 1 Corinthians as one of the 

individuals that the resurrected Jesus had appeared to. We also know from non-biblical sources that James was 

considered the head of the church in Jerusalem and that he was executed for his beliefs. SOMETHING 

happened to convince a skeptical James AFTER Jesus’ death! 

Fact #5 – Jesus’ tomb was empty. 

There are 3 strands of evidence to support the fact of the empty tomb. First is the Jerusalem factor 

(discussed somewhat with Fact #2). Jesus was executed and buried in the outskirts of Jerusalem and his 

resurrection was proclaimed in Jerusalem within a few days or weeks of his death. If the tomb were not empty, 

the preaching of his resurrection would not have gained any momentum. All someone had to do was to open the 

tomb (which was already open, anyway) and display the body. Second, his enemies attested to His missing 

body because they paid the soldiers who were guarding the tomb (and who apparently fainted at the sight of the 

angel when Jesus was resurrected) to claim that the disciples had stolen the body while they were sleeping. This 

story is corroborated in non-biblical sources as well. Also, don’t forget that Paul was a serious enemy of Jesus’s 

followers as well, and he attested to the empty tomb and Jesus’ resurrection. Third, women are recorded as 

being the ones to first discover the empty tomb. Both Roman and Jewish cultures of the 1
st
 century placed little 

or no value on women as credible witnesses. They were not permitted to testify in legal proceedings. If the 

writers of the gospels wanted to write a persuasive case (rather than just reporting the truth), they would not 

have chosen women as the discoverers of the empty tomb. They would likely have chosen one of the male 

disciples instead. 

Summary 
Considering only these minimal facts, here is what any historical conclusion MUST account for. 

 Jesus died on the cross 

 Over 500 1
st
 century people claim to have seen and touched him, individually and in groups. Many 

of these same people were willing to suffer and die for what they were claiming.  

 An ardent enemy claims to have seen him and became one of the most outspoken evangelists and 

martyrs 
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 A skeptical relative claims to have seen him and became the leader of the earliest church. 

 Jesus’ tomb is empty 

 

Using proper restraint, what is the most reasonable explanation for this data? I believe that Jesus’ resurrection is 

the simplest one. 

What does the Bible say about resurrection of others? 
There are several accounts in the gospel biographies of other individuals being raised from the dead by Jesus. 

Luke tells us of two of them. In one case, Jesus encountered a funeral procession coming out of a town. He felt 

compassion on those who were grieving. Luke says, 

Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, “Young man, I 

say to you, get up!”  The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his 

mother. (Luke 7:14-15 (NIV)) 

On another occasion, Jesus was asked to come to a man’s house to heal his sick daughter. Before he got there, 

though, the man’s servants arrived to inform him that the girl had already died. Jesus went to the house anyway 

and told the people inside not to grieve because he was going to wake her up. 

They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But he took her by the hand and said, “My 

child, get up!” Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her 

something to eat. (Luke 8:53-55 (NIV)) 

Another story that I find most interesting of all involved the death of one of Jesus’ friends, Lazarus. Lazarus had 

been dead for several days when Jesus arrived at his home. He asked members of Lazarus’ family to take him to 

the tomb and to roll the stone covering aside. The family objected because of the unwelcome odor of decay that 

would emanate from the tomb. Jesus insisted anyway. John records, 

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came 

out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to 

them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” (John 11:43-44 (NIV)) 

An interesting aspect of this story lies in the conversation Jesus had with Lazarus’ sister, Martha, just prior to 

this event. 

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know 

that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus 

said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

Jesus used the teachable moment with Martha to tell her, all us, the authority He has been given over life and 

death. He pointedly says, “He who believes in me will live… and … will never die.” This is one of the 

foundational beliefs of Christianity, supported by the fact of Jesus’ own resurrection. Paul, the converted 

persecutor of Christians, wrote 
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We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus 

those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we 

who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who 

have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, 

with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. (1 Thessalonians 

4:14-17 (NIV)) 

As Paul stated, “according to the Lord’s own word”, Jesus taught that after his death, burial, and resurrection, 

he would go away for a while and that his disciples were to spread the news of his resurrection throughout the 

world. He also promised that His spirit would be with them (us) until his bodily return to this earth. He also 

promised that there would come a day in which he will return and those who believed in and followed him will 

be able to spend eternity with him. But, those who refuse to believe would reap the consequences of their choice 

and be removed from his presence to live an eternity in torment, anguish and regret. John wrote the following 

prophetic words, which are corroborated in several Old Testament prophecies as well: 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his 

presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before 

the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The 

dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the 

dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person 

was judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 

fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of 

life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15 (NIV)) 

According to the Bible, all of us will be resurrected from the dead someday. Some, who chose to believe 

in Jesus, will be glad when that day comes. However, those who rejected Jesus will have the first of an 

eternity of bad days to come. 

Why should I care about this? 
Jesus claimed to be God. He was crucified for the blasphemy of that statement. Matthew tells us, 

The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the 

Christ, the Son of God.” “Yes, it is as you say, ”Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the 

future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the 

clouds of heaven.”  Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! 

Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 

He claimed for himself the title of “Son of Man”. This is a direct reference to Old Testament prophecies of the 

Messiah. The Messiah was prophesied to be God Himself, taking on the temporary form of humanity in order to 

offer himself as the required perfect sacrifice for the sins of humanity. If Jesus wasn’t God, he wasn’t the 

Messiah, and he was a liar and deceiver. As Paul put it, “if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless 

and so is your faith.” (1 Corinthians 15:14 (NIV) 
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However, if Jesus was God, He was our Messiah – our savior – who enabled us to be reconciled with a 

holy God who demands payment for our sin and rejection of Him. Paul wrote, in his letter to the church in 

Rome, 

This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 

difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his 

grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of 

atonement, (Romans 3:22-25 (NIV)) 

and, 

the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 

6:23 (NIV)) 

Understanding and acknowledging our need for salvation from God is the first step toward receiving the gift 

that God made available to us when he came to us as His son, Jesus. Jesus’ disciple, John, spelled it out very 

clearly for us: 

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize 

him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who 

received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 

God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born 

of God. (John 1:10-13 (NIV)) 

It’s a simple formula, really.  

BELIEVE + RECEIVE = BECOME 

All we have to do is believe that Jesus is who He said he is, pray and ask Him to give us that gift of salvation, 

and He promises that we will immediately become His. If you would like to do that, there are a number of 

resources available to you to help you follow through with this important decision. 

 

1. Feel free to contact me at any time 

Steve Owens 

watchmakerspulse@gmail.com 

www.watchmakerspulse.com 

 

2. My church, or any Bible-teaching church, is a good resource.  

Applewood Baptist Church 

11200 W. 32
nd

 Ave. 

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 

303-232-9575 

www.applewoodbaptist.com 

  


